THE GREAT LIBERAL PARLIAMENT                          97
The Unionist party took the passing of this resolution with composure. Liberals might fulminate but the House of Lords remained a solid fact, and if legislation threatening its powers were attempted, it would know what to do. The Prime Minister, they said, had been obliged to do something to appease his supporters and the resolution was a convenient way of doing that, and at the same time, putting an awkward question on the shelf. In the meantime there were signs that the Liberal tide was ebbing from the high-water mark of 1906, and Unionists believed that as it ran out, the Government would be more and more discredited by the failure of its legislation and its manifest inability to return the blows inflicted on it by the House of Lords. Liberals talked of " filling up the cup " of the House of Lords until its iniquities ran over in public wrath; their opponents retorted that they were " ploughing the sands," and that the public showed no sign of being displeased at their discomfiture. Threatened institutions live long, and it was confidently predicted that the House of Lords would survive this as it had all other assaults.
An Irish Failure
The Government, meanwhile, had suffered a serious blow in the failure of the " step by step " policy for Ireland—the policy of proceeding to Home Rule by instalments which it had put before the cotmtry at die General Election. At the beginning of May, Mr. BirreB, who was now CHef Secretary for Ireland, introduced a Bill setting up a Central Irish Representative Council, composed of 82 elected and 24 nominated members, to which should be transferred a large part of the control over Irish Departments then exercised by Dublin Castle. Mr. Redmond, the Irish leader, gave it a cautious welcome and led the House of Commons to suppose that it would probably be accepted by Irish Nationalists as a step in advance. This was no doubt his honest belief, but the Bill was nevertheless rejected unanimously by the Irish Nationalist Convention which assembled in Dublin in Whitsun week. The Convention, influenced largely by the clergy and the new Sinn Fein movement, declared itself unalterably opposed to the acceptance of anything less than full Parliamentary Home Rule. It was clearly useless to proceed with a measure intended tcTconciliate Ireland G
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